
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT 
696 VIRGINIA ROAD 

CONCORD MA 01742-2751 

 November 13, 2023 
Regulatory Division
File Number: NAE-2022-01934 

NH Dept. of Transportation      
Attn: Andrew O’Sullivan      
7 Hazen Drive 
P.O. Box 483 
Concord, NH 03302 
Sent by email: Andrew.Osullivan@dot.nh.gov 

Dear Mr. O’Sullivan: 

 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has reviewed your application to permanently 
impact 1,009 square feet of non-tidal palustrine scrub-shrub wetlands and to temporarily impact 
17,607 square feet of tidal waters for the removal and replacement of the General Sullivan 
Bridge superstructure to create a new pedestrian and non-motorized access bridge over Little 
Bay.  This project is located at the General Sullivan Bridge in Little Bay between Dover and 
Newington, New Hampshire. The work is shown on the enclosed plans titled “State of New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation, Town of Newington and City of Dover, on 10 sheets, 
and dated March 6, 2023.” 

 Based on the information that you provided to the New Hampshire Wetlands Bureau, we 
verify that this work is authorized under General Permit # 8 of the enclosed September 29, 2022 
federal permits known as the New Hampshire General Permits (GPs).  The GPs are also 
available at: https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/State-General-Permits. 

 Please review the enclosed GPs carefully, in particular the general conditions beginning on 
page 36, and ensure that you and all personnel performing work authorized by the GPs are fully 
aware of and comply with its terms and conditions. A copy of the GPs and this verification letter 
shall be available at the work site as required by General Condition 17. You must perform this 
work in compliance with the following special condition(s): 

1. The permittee shall comply with the enclosed Memorandum of Agreement titled
“Memorandum of Agreement Among New Hampshire Department of Transportation, Federal
Highway Administration and the New Hampshire State Preservation Officer. Regarding the
project known as the General Sullivan Bridge, Spaulding Turnpike Improvements Project
[NHDOT Project Newington-Dover 112385, FHWA Project NHS-027-1(37)] which plans to
replace the historic General Sullivan Bridge (GSB), which spans the navigational channel of
Little Bay in the Town of Newington, New Hampshire and the City of Dover, New Hampshire,
dated 11/10/2021.” This is to avoid, minimize and/or mitigate for the adverse effect in the
Adverse Effect Memo, dated 1/2/2020, that the authorized work will cause at this historic
property.

2. Your authorization under this Corps permit is conditional upon your implementation
and compliance with all of the Project Design Criteria (PDC’s), including any justifications
and/or special conditions contained in the enclosed Verification Form to NOAA’s NMFW

mailto:Andrew.Osullivan@dot.nh.gov
https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/State-General-Permits


-2-

Protected Resources Division (GARFO PRD), dated May 30, 2023, for all ESA-listed 
species.   

3. You must complete and return the enclosed Work Start Notification Form to this office at least
two weeks before the anticipated start date. You must complete and return the enclosed
Compliance Certification Form within one month following the completion of the authorized
work.

 This authorization expires on September 29, 2027. You must commence or have under 
contract to commence the work authorized herein by September 29, 2027, and complete the 
work by September 29, 2028. If not, you must contact this office to determine the need for 
further authorization and we recommend you contact us before the work authorized herein 
expires. Please contact us immediately if you change the plans or construction methods for 
work within our jurisdiction as we must approve any changes before you undertake them. 
Performing work within our jurisdiction that is not specifically authorized by this determination or 
failing to comply with the special condition(s) provided above or all the terms and conditions of 
the GPs may subject you to the enforcement provisions of our regulations. 

 This authorization does not obviate the need to obtain other federal, state or local 
authorizations required by law, including those listed in the GPs. Applicants are responsible for 
applying for and obtaining any other approvals. 

 We continually strive to improve our customer service. To better serve you, we would 
appreciate your completing our Customer Service Survey located at 
https://regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey.  

 Please contact Michael Hicks of my staff at (978) 318-8157 or michael.c.hicks@usace.army.mil 
if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Frank J. Del Giudice 
Chief, NH & VT Section 
Regulatory Division 

Enclosures 

cc:  

Jamison S. Sikora, NH Division Environmental Program Manager, FHWA 
Jamie.sikora@dot.gov 

Jean Brochi, U.S. EPA, Region 1, Boston, MA; brochi.jean@epa.gov 

https://regulatory.ops.usace.army.mil/customer-service-survey.
mailto:michael.c.hicks@usace.army.mil
mailto:Jamie.sikora@dot.gov
mailto:brochi.jean@epa.gov
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Kaitlyn Shaw, NMFS, Gloucester, MA; kaitlyn.shaw@noaa.gov  

Roosevelt Mesa, NMFS, Gloucester, MA; Roosevelt.mesa@noaa.gov  

David Simmons, USFWS, New England Field Office, Concord, NH; david_simmons@fws.gov 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Mapping and Boundary Branch; 
mapping.boundary.branch@boem.gov 

Steve Pothier, Waterways Management Section, First Coast Guard District (dpw), Boston, MA; 
steven.r.pothier@uscg.mil 

Gary T. Croot, Bridge Management Specialist, USCG Gary.T.Croot@uscg.mil 

Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse, Attn: Steve Sample, 3400 Defense Pentagon, 
Washington, DC, 20301; or osd.dod-siting-clearinghouse@mail.mil 

Department of Commerce, NOAA; National Ocean Service, Nautical Data Branch; N/CS26, 
Station 7331; 1315 East-West Highway; Silver Spring, MD  20910; or ocs.ndb@noaa.gov   

Darlene Forst, NH DES; darlene.forst@des.nh.gov 

Mary Ann Tilton, NHDES; maryann.tilton@des.nh.gov  

Rumi Shrestha, NHDES; Rumi.Shrestha@des.nh.gov  

Brandy Holmes, NHDES; Brandy.L.Holmes@des.nh.gov 

Jennifer E. Reczek, P.E., NHDOT;  Jennifer.E.Reczek@dot.nh.gov 

Marc Laurin, NHDOT; marc.g.laurin@dot.nh.gov 

mailto:kaitlyn.shaw@noaa.gov
mailto:david_simmons@fws.gov
mailto:mapping.boundary.branch@boem.gov
mailto:steven.r.pothier@uscg.mil
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Appendix A. Verification Form (updated December 10, 2020) 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) or the applicable state Department of Transportation 
(DOT) shall submit a signed version of this completed form, together with any project plans, 
maps, supporting analyses, etc., to NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS),  
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, Protected Resources Division (GARFO PRD) at 
nmfs.gar.esa.section7@noaa.gov with “FHWA GARFO NLAA Program: [Project Title or 
Number]” in the subject line.  Note: project design contractors and/or consultants may assist in 
preparing the form, but only FHWA/DOT staff shall sign off on it on the final page. 

Project Activity Type (check all that apply to the entire action): 
1. Bridge repair, demolition, or replacement project
2. Culvert repair or replacement project
3. Dock, pier, or waterway access project (includes construction, demolition, and repairs)
4. Slope stabilization project

Transportation Project Information 
Name of Project: 
Reinitiation (Yes/No): 
State DOT/Program: 
DOT ID Code: 
Contact Person: 
Phone: Email: 
Project Latitude (e.g., 42.625884): 
Project Longitude (e.g., -70.646114): 
Maximum Water Depth (m) 
Anticipated Project Start Anticipated 
Date: Project End Date: 
City/Town:  Water body: 
Project/Action 
Description and 
Purpose: 



 

ESA-listed species and/or critical habitats in the action area (Check all that apply) 
Atlantic sturgeon (all DPSs) Kemp’s ridley sea turtle 

☐ ☐  
Atlantic sturgeon critical habitat  Loggerhead sea turtle  
Indicate which DPS  (Northwest Atlantic DPS) 

☐ (GOM, NYB, Chesapeake Bay DPSs): ☐  
      

Shortnose sturgeon Leatherback sea turtle 
☐ ☐  
☐ Atlantic salmon (GOM DPS) ☐ North Atlantic right whale  

Atlantic salmon critical habitat  North Atlantic right whale  
☐ (GOM DPS) ☐ critical habitat  

 
Green sea turtle (North Atlantic DPS) Fin whale 

☐  ☐  
* Please consult GARFO PRD’s ESA Section 7 Mapper for ESA-listed species and critical habitat 
information for your action area at: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-
atlantic/consultations/section-7-species-critical-habitat-information-maps-greater. 
 
The following stressors are applicable to the action: 

Underwater Noise 
Impingement/Entrainment and Entanglement 
Water Quality/Turbidity 
Habitat Alteration 
Vessel Traffic 

 
Impacts Table 
Habitat Alteration 
 Permanent (acres) Temporary (acres) 
Sand (saline)    
Silt/Mud/Clay (saline)   
Hard bottom (saline)   
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) (saline)   
Sand (freshwater)   
Silt/Mud/Clay (freshwater)   
Hard bottom (freshwater)   
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) (freshwater)   
 
Total amount of habitat alteration   
 
In-water Construction Impacts 
 Amount in meters 
Width of water body in action area (m)  
Stressor category that extends furthest distance into  
water body (e.g.; underwater noise, turbidity plume)  
Maximum extent of stressor into the water body (m) 

 

  



Project Design Criteria (PDC) Checklist 
FHWA/DOT shall incorporate all general PDCs and all applicable PDCs in the appropriate 
stressor categories.  For any PDCs that are not incorporated, additional justification is required 
for a project to be eligible for the NLAA Program.  FHWA/DOT shall check the corresponding 
box for each PDC that is, or will be, incorporated into the project or indicate if not applicable. 

 
GENERAL PDCs 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 
 

☐ ☐ 1. Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors are aware of all FHWA  
environmental commitments, including these PDC, when working in 
areas where ESA-listed species may be present or in critical habitat. 

☐ ☐ 2. No portion of the proposed action will individually or cumulatively have  
an adverse effect on ESA-listed species or critical habitat. 

☐ ☐ 3. No portion of the proposed action that may affect the GOM DPS of   
Atlantic salmon will occur in the tidally influenced portion of 
rivers/streams where their presence is possible from April 10 through 
November 7.  The range of the GOM DPS only occurs in Maine. 
 
Note: If the project will occur within the geographic range of the GOM DPS Atlantic 
salmon but their presence is not expected following the best available commercial 
scientific data, the work window does not need to be applied.  Please attach best 
available information (i.e. local fisheries biologist correspondence). 

☐ ☐ 4. No portion of the proposed action that may affect shortnose or Atlantic  
sturgeon will occur in areas identified as spawning grounds as follows: 

i. Gulf of Maine: Apr 1-Aug 31 
ii. Southern New England/New York Bight: Mar 15-Aug 31 
iii. Chesapeake Bay: Mar 15-Jul 1 and Sep 15-Nov 1 
 

Note: If river specific information exists that provides better or more refined time of 
year information, those dates may be substituted with NMFS approval. 

☐ ☐ 5. No portion of the proposed action that may affect shortnose or Atlantic  
sturgeon will occur in areas identified as overwintering grounds where 
dense aggregations are known to occur as follows: 

i. Gulf of Maine: Oct 15-Apr 30 
ii. Southern New England/New York Bight: Nov 1-Mar 15 

 iii. Chesapeake Bay: Nov 1-Mar 15 
 
Note: If river specific information exists that provides better or more refined time of 
year information, those dates may be substituted with NMFS approval. 

☐ ☐ 6. Within designated critical habitat for Atlantic sturgeon, no work will  
affect hard bottom substrate (e.g., rock, cobble, gravel, limestone, 
boulder, etc.) in low salinity waters (i.e., 0.0-0.5 parts per thousand) 
(PBF 1). 

☐ ☐ 7. Work will result in no or only temporary/short-term changes in water  
temperature, water flow, salinity, or dissolved oxygen levels. 

  

 



☐ ☐ 8. If ESA-listed species are (a) likely to pass through the action area at the  
time of year when project activities occur; and/or (b) the project will 
create an obstruction to passage when in-water work is completed, then 
a zone of passage (~50% of water body) with appropriate habitat for 
ESA-listed species (e.g., depth, water velocity, etc.) must be maintained 
(i.e., physical or biological stressors such as turbidity and sound 
pressure must not create barrier to passage). 

☐ ☐ 9. The project will not adversely impact any submerged aquatic vegetation  
(SAV) or oyster reefs. 

☐ ☐ 10. No blasting or use of explosives will occur.  

☐ ☐ 11. No in-water work on large dams or tide gates (small dam and tide gate  
repairs may be permitted with prior review and approval from NMFS). 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 
 

UNDERWATER NOISE PDCs 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 
 

☐ ☐ 12. If pile driving is occurring during a time of year when ESA-listed  
species may be present, and the anticipated noise is above the 
behavioral noise threshold, a “soft start” is required to allow animals an 
opportunity to leave the project vicinity before sound pressure levels 
increase.  In addition to using a soft start at the beginning of the work 
day for pile driving, one must also be used at any time following 
cessation of pile driving for a period of 30 minutes or longer. 
 
For impact pile driving: pile driving will commence with an initial set 
of three strikes by the hammer at 40% energy, followed by a one 
minute wait period, then two subsequent three-strike sets at 40% 
energy, with one-minute waiting periods, before initiating continuous 
impact driving.  
 
For vibratory pile installation: pile driving will be initiated for 15 
seconds at reduced energy followed by a one-minute waiting period.  
This sequence of 15 seconds of reduced energy driving, one-minute 
waiting period will be repeated two additional times, followed 
immediately by pile-driving at full rate and energy. 

 

 
 

  



Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 

☐ ☐ 13. If the project includes non-timber piles*, please attach your calculation  
to this verification form showing that the noise is below the injury 
thresholds of ESA-listed species in the action area.  The GARFO 
Acoustic Tool can be used as a source, should you not have other 
information: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-
atlantic/consultations/section-7-consultation-technical-guidance-
greater-atlantic. 

*Effects from timber and steel sheet piles were analyzed in the NLAA programmatic
consultation, so no additional information is necessary.

☐ ☐ 14. Any new pile-supported structure must involve the installation of no  
more than 50 piles (below MHW). 

Pile material (e.g., Pile Number Installation method (e.g., impact hammer, 
steel pipe, concrete) diameter/ of piles vibratory start and then impact hammer to 

width depth, drilling) 
(inches) 

IMPINGEMENT/ENTRAINMENT AND ENTANGLEMENT PDCs 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 

☐ ☐ 15. If excavating or dredging, only mechanical buckets, hydraulic  
cutterheads, or low volume hopper dredges (e.g., CURRITUCK, ≤300 
cubic yard maximum bin capacity) may be used.   

Note: We consider excavating a smaller scale form of mechanical dredging. 

☐ ☐ 16. No new excavation or dredging in Atlantic sturgeon or salmon critical  
habitat (excavation in a prior construction footprint or maintenance 
dredging is permitted, but still must meet all other PDCs).  New 
excavation or dredging outside Atlantic sturgeon or salmon critical 
habitat is limited to one-time events (e.g., burying a cable or utility line) 
and minor (≤2 acres) expansions of areas already subject to prior 
excavation or maintenance dredging.  Locating a replacement bridge 
within 250 feet (centerline to centerline) of an existing bridge and 
excavation of sediment around bridge piers are considered work in a 
previous construction footprint. 

Note: We consider excavating a smaller scale form of mechanical dredging. 



☐ ☐ 17. Temporary intakes related to construction are prohibited in sturgeon and   
salmon spawning, rearing, or overwintering habitat during the time of 
year windows identified in General PDCs 3-5.  If utilized outside those 
areas and times of year and in an area with anticipated sturgeon and 
salmon presence, temporary intakes must be equipped with 2-millimeter 
wedge wire mesh screening and must not have greater than 0.5 feet per 
second intake velocities, to prevent impingement or entrainment of 
juvenile and early life stages of these species. 

☐ ☐ 18. Work behind cofferdams, turbidity curtains, or other instruments that  
prevent access of animals to the project area is required when ESA-
listed species are likely to be present (if presence is limited to rare, 
transient individuals, access control measures are not necessary).  Once 
constructed, work inside a cofferdam at any time of year may be 
permitted with NMFS approval, provided the cofferdam is 
installed/removed outside the time-restricted period. 

☐ ☐ 19. No new permanent surface water withdrawal, water intakes, or water  
diversions. 

☐ ☐ 20. Turbidity control measures, including cofferdams, must be designed to  
not entangle or entrap ESA-listed species. 

☐ ☐ 21. Any in-water lines, ropes, or chains must be made of materials and 
installed in a manner to minimize or avoid the risk of entanglement by 
using thick, heavy, and taut lines that do not loop or entangle.  Lines can 
be enclosed in a rigid sleeve. 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 
 

WATER QUALITY/TURBIDITY PDCs 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 
 

☐ ☐ 22. In-water offshore disposal may only occur at designated disposal sites  
that have already been the subject of ESA section 7 consultation with 
NMFS and where a valid consultation is in place. 

☐ ☐ 23. Any temporary discharges must meet state water quality standards (e.g.,  
no discharges of substances in concentrations that may cause acute or 
chronic adverse reactions, as defined by EPA water quality standards 
criteria). 

☐ ☐ 24. Only repair, upgrades, relocations, and improvements of existing   
discharge pipes or replacement in-kind are allowed; no new construction 
of untreated discharges. 

☐ ☐  25. Work behind cofferdams, turbidity curtains, or other instruments to  
control turbidity is required when operationally feasible and ESA-listed 
species are likely to be present (if presence is limited to rare, transient 
individuals, turbidity control methods are not necessary). 

 

 
 

  



HABITAT ALTERATION PDCs 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 
 

☐ ☐ 26. Minimize all new waterward encroachment and permanent fill.  

☐ ☐ 27. In Atlantic salmon critical habitat, stream simulation design with a  
minimum span of 1.2 bankfull width will be used in areas with minimal 
tidal influence.  In tidal areas, a design that allows for unimpeded flow 
will be used (no delay in water entering or exiting the area upstream of 
the crossing). 

☐ ☐ 28. In Atlantic salmon critical habitat, no culvert end extensions, invert line   
culvert rehabilitation, or slipline culvert rehabilitation may occur. 

 

 
 
VESSEL TRAFFIC PDCs 

Yes N/A PDC # PDC Description 
 

☐ ☐ 29. Maintain project (i.e., construction) vessels operating within the action  
area to speed limits below 10 knots and dredge vessels to speeds of 4 
knots maximum, while dredging. 

☐ ☐ 30. Maintain a 1,500-foot buffer between project (i.e., construction) vessels  
and ESA-listed whales and a 300-foot buffer between project vessels 
and sea turtles.  This also applies to dredge vessels. 

☐ ☐ 31. The number of project (construction) vessels must be limited to the   
greatest extent possible, as appropriate to size and scale of project. 

☐ ☐  32. The project must not result in the permanent net increase of commercial  
vessels. 

 
 
Justification for NLAA Determination if not Incorporating All PDC 
If the project is not in compliance with all of the general and stressor-based PDCs, but you can 
provide justification and/or special conditions to demonstrate why the project still meets the 
NLAA determination and is consistent with the aggregate effects considered in the programmatic 
consultation, you may still certify your project through the NLAA program using this verification 
form.  Please identify which PDCs your project does not meet (e.g., PDC 9, PDC 15, PDC 22, 
etc.) and provide your rationale and justification for why the project is still eligible for the 
verification form.  Project modifications must not result in different effects not already considered. 
 
To demonstrate that the project is still NLAA, you must explain why the effects on ESA-listed 
species or critical habitat are insignificant (i.e., too small to be meaningfully measured or 
detected) or discountable (i.e., extremely unlikely to occur).  Please use this language in your 
justification. 

  



 

 
PDC# Justification  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

FHWA/DOT Verification of Determination (To be filled out by FHWA/DOT staff only) 
By submitting this Verification Form, FHWA, or the state DOT as FHWA’s designated non-
federal representative, indicates that they determined that the proposed activity described above 
is not likely to adversely affect (NLAA) ESA-listed species or designated critical habitat under 
NMFS jurisdiction in accordance with the Program, and all effects (direct, indirect, interrelated, 
and interdependent) are either insignificant (so small they cannot meaningfully be measured, 
detected, or evaluated) or discountable (extremely unlikely to occur). 
 
☐ 

action complies with all applicable PDCs and is not likely to adversely affect listed 
species. 

FHWA/DOT Signature: Date: 
 
 
 

 

☐ In accordance with the FHWA GARFO NLAA Program, we have determined that the 
action is not likely to adversely affect listed species per the justifications and/or 
special conditions provided above. 

In accordance with the FHWA GARFO NLAA Program, we have determined that the 

 
By providing your determination and signature, you are certifying that to the best of your 
knowledge the information provided in this form is accurate and based upon the best available 
scientific information.  This form must be filled out and signed by FHWA or state DOT staff, 
as an officially designated non-federal representative. 
 
 
GARFO PRD Concurrence (To be filled out by GARFO PRD) 
After receiving the Verification Form, GARFO PRD will contact FHWA/DOT with any 
concerns and indicate whether GARFO PRD concurs with FHWA/DOT’s determination. 
 

☐ In accordance with the FHWA GARFO NLAA Program, GARFO PRD concurs with  
FHWA/DOT’s determination that the action is not likely to adversely affect listed 
species or critical habitat per the justifications and/or special conditions provided 
above. 

☐ GARFO PRD does not concur with FHWA/DOT’s determination that the action  
complies with the applicable PDCs (with or without justifications), and recommends 
an individual Section 7 consultation to be completed independent from the FHWA 
GARFO NLAA Program. 

GARFO PRD Signature: Date: 
 
 
 

 

☐ In accordance with the FHWA GARFO NLAA Program, GARFO PRD concurs with  
FHWA/DOT’s determination that the action complies with all applicable PDCs and is 
not likely to adversely affect listed species or critical habitat. 

 
 



 

WORK-START NOTIFICATION FORM 
(Minimum Notice: Two weeks before work begins) 

***************************************************************************** 
EMAIL TO:   Michael Hicks michael.c.hicks@usace.army.mil 
 and cenae-r@usace.army.mil; or 
  
MAIL TO: Michael Hicks 
 Regulatory Division 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District 
 696 Virginia Road 
 Concord, Massachusetts  01742-2751 
****************************************************************************** 
Corps of Engineers Permit No. NAE-2023-01934 was issued to the New Hampshire Department 
of Transportation.  This work is located in the Little Bay on the General Sullivan between 
Newington and Dover, New Hampshire and authorized the placement of 1,009 square feet of 
permanent fill in palustrine scrub-shrub wetlands and 17,607 square feet of temporary impacts to 
tidal waters for the removal and replacement of the General Sullivan Bridge superstructure to 
create a new pedestrian and non-motorized access bridge over Little Bay between Newington 
and Dover, New Hampshire.           
              
              
              
              
 
The people (e.g., contractor) listed below will do the work, and they understand the permit's 
conditions and limitations. 
 
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 
 
Name of Person/Firm:  ___      

Business Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 
            
             
Phone & email: (       )  (       )    

Proposed Work Dates:  Start:   Finish:                        

Permittee/Agent Signature:   Date:      

Printed Name:     Title:      

Date Permit Issued: _                                   _ Date Permit Expires:     
****************************************************************************** 

FOR USE BY THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
PM:      Submittals Required:       
Inspection Recommendation:           

mailto:michael.c.hicks@usace.army.mil
mailto:cenae-r@usace.army.mil


 
 COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION FORM 

(Minimum Notice: Permittee must sign and return notification 
within one month of the completion of work.) 

 
 
Permit Number:    NAE-2023-01934 - General Sullivan Bridge   
Project Manager:    Michael Hicks    
Name of Permittee:    New Hampshire Department of Transportation   
Permit Issuance Date:   See Authorization Letter   
 
Please sign this certification and return it to our office upon completion of the activity and any 
mitigation required by the permit.  You must submit this after the mitigation is complete, but not 
the mitigation monitoring, which requires separate submittals. 
 
      ************************************************************************ * 
      *  E-MAIL TO:  cenae-r@usace.army.mil; or * 
      *  * 
 * MAIL TO:   Permits and Enforcement Branch C    * 
 *   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District *    
 * Regulatory Division                                                                  * 
      *                   696 Virginia Road                                                        * 
      *                   Concord, Massachusetts 01742-2751                         * 
      ************************************************************************ * 
 
Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by an U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers representative.  If you fail to comply with this permit you are subject to 
permit suspension, modification, or revocation. 
 
I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above referenced permit was completed in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the above referenced permit, and any required 
mitigation was completed in accordance with the permit conditions. 
 
 
________________________________    
Signature of Permittee Date 
 

             
Printed Name Date of Work Completion 
 

(           )                       (           )                          
Telephone Number Telephone Number 

mailto:cenae-r@usace.army.mil
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	Bridge repair demolition or replacement project: On
	Culvert repair or replacement project: Off
	Dock pier or waterway access project includes construction demolition and repairs: Off
	Slope stabilization project: Off
	Name of Project: Newington-Dover 11238, General Sullivan Bridge
	Reinitiation (Yes/No): Yes
	State DOT Program: New Hampshire DOT
	DOT ID Code: 11238S
	Contact Person: Marc Laurin
	Phone: 603-271-4044
	Email: marc.g.laurin@dot.nh.gov
	Project Latitude: 43.117921
	Project Longitude: -70.826102
	Maximum Water Depth m: 7.0
	Anticipated Project Start Date: 07/01/2023
	Anticipated Project End Date: 06/30/2027
	City/Town: Newington & Dover
	Water body: Little Bay
	Project/Action Description and Purpose: The proposed project will remove and replace the General Sullivan Bridge superstructure to create a new pedestrian and non-motorized access bridge over the mouth of Little Bay in Newington and Dover, New Hampshire. The proposed project will reuse the existing piers (substructure) with minor repairs. The superstructure will be replaced with a steel girder system with a structural frame extending from the bottom of the girders to the top of the existing piers. Construction will involve installation of a temporary causeway and pier-supported trestle for access, which would be removed following project completion. 

Consultation for this project initially occurred in 2019. On June 18, 2019, NOAA signed the required verification form. Re-initiation of consultation with NOAA is required because the number and size of trestle piers proposed to be installed has increased.

Only temporary impacts to hard bottom substrate are anticipated as a result of the project work. A 2003 study documented rocky bottom habitats within and adjacent to the project area. Rocky/cobble-bottom habitat within the project area is concentrated near the shoreline of Little Bay along the Newington and Dover coastlines. Temporary impact to these habitat types will result from the placement of the causeways and trestles during construction. The work duration is subject to change, but the temporary causeway and trestles in Dover may be in place for up to 36 months.

The proposed project involves in-water work related to installing and removing the causeways/trestles and will take place over a few weeks at the start and end of construction. Installation of temporary causeways will occur during the Nov. 15 to Mar. 15 in-water work window and is expected to take 1-2 weeks for each causeway. Installation of piles to support trestle work platforms will also occur during the Nov. 15 to March 15 in-water work window. The project would use a 20-minute 'soft start' technique before pile driving activities.

Repointing of the bridge substructure granite piers would require dewatering only in the tidal zone immediately adjacent to each pier and would not extend to the channel substrate. For dewatering, a temporary steel cofferdam tub structure would be affixed to the outer face of each pier, extending horizontally from the pier approximately 5-feet and with vertical steel walls approximately 15-feet tall. Structures would be attached to piers using boats/barges and/or divers and would not require disturbance of the channel substrate. Once attached, clean tidal water from the interior of the temporary steel cofferdam tub structures would be dewatered to the adjacent tidal channel to provide a dry work surface for cleaning piers of debris and repointing. Piers would be blast cleaned and/or pressure washed. Once repointing is complete, the temporary steel cofferdam tub structures would be completely removed from each pier.

Since no sediment disturbance capable of generating suspended sediments is anticipated from the proposed construction work, no in-water turbidity control methods are proposed during construction. Additionally, the project is located within a tidal area with a strong current, and any minimal turbidity generated during the work is expected to rapidly dissipate and be at or below typical tidal estuary background levels.

The number and type of vessels used during construction will depend upon the contractor's means and methods, which are yet to be determined. Vessels may include one or more barges and small vessels such as support craft.
	Atlantic sturgeon (all DPS): Yes
	Atlantic sturgeon critical habitat: Yes
	Critical Habitat DPS: [GOM]
	Shortnose sturgeon: Yes
	Atlantic salmon (GOM DPS): Off
	Atlantic salmon critical habitat (GOM DPS): Off
	Green sea turtle (North Atlantic DPS): Off
	Kemp's ridley sea turtle: Off
	Loggerhead sea turtle (Northwest Atlantic DPS): Off
	Leatherback sea turtle: Off
	North Atlantic right whale: Off
	North Atlantic right whale critical habitat: Off
	Fin whale: Off
	Underwater Noise: On
	ImpingementEntrainment and Entanglement: Off
	Water QualityTurbidity: On
	Habitat Alteration: On
	Vessel Traffic: On
	Permanent acres Sand saline: 0
	Temporary acres Sand saline: 0
	Permanent acres SiltMudClay saline: 0
	Temporary acres SiltMudClay saline: 0.25
	Permanent acres Hard bottom saline: 0
	Temporary acres Hard bottom saline: 0.25
	Permanent acres Submerged Aquatic Vegetation SAV saline: 0
	Temporary acres Submerged Aquatic Vegetation SAV saline: 0
	Permanent acres Sand freshwater: 0
	Temporary acres Sand freshwater: 0
	Permanent acres SiltMudClay freshwater: 0
	Temporary acres SiltMudClay freshwater: 0
	Permanent acres Hard bottom freshwater: 0
	Temporary acres Hard bottom freshwater: 0
	Permanent acres Submerged Aquatic Vegetation SAV freshwater: 0
	Temporary acres Submerged Aquatic Vegetation SAV freshwater: 0
	Total amount of habitat alteration: 0
	Amount in meters Width of water body in action area m: 450
	Stressor category that extends furthest distance into water body eg underwater noise turbidity plume: Sound pressure wave
	Amount in meters Maximum extent of stressor into the water body m: 90
	PDC 1 Yes: Yes
	PDC 1 N/A: Off
	PDC 2 Yes: Yes
	PDC 2 N/A: Off
	PDC 3 Yes: Off
	PDC 3 N/A: Yes
	PDC 4 Yes: Off
	PDC 4 N/A: Yes
	PDC 5 Yes: Off
	PDC 5 N/A: Yes
	PDC 6 Yes: Yes
	PDC 6 N/A: Off
	PDC 7 Yes: Yes
	PDC 7 N/A: Off
	PDC 8 Yes: Yes
	PDC 8 N/A: Off
	PDC 9 Yes: Yes
	PDC 9 N/A: Off
	PDC 10 Yes: Yes
	PDC 10 N/A: Off
	PDC 11 Yes: Yes
	PDC 11 N/A: Off
	PDC 12 Yes: Yes
	PDC 12 N/A: Off
	PDC 13 Yes: Yes
	PDC 13 N/A: Off
	PDC 14 Yes: Off
	PDC 14 N/A: Off
	Pile material Row1: Steel pipe
	Pile diameter/width (inches) Row1: 30
	Number of piles Row1: 204
	Installation method Row1: Impact Hammer
	Pile material Row2: 
	Pile diameter/width (inches) Row2: 
	Number of piles Row2: 
	Installation method Row2: 
	Pile material Row3: 
	Pile diameter/width (inches) Row3: 
	Number of piles Row3: 
	Installation method Row3: 
	Pile material Row4: 
	Pile diameter/width (inches) Row4: 
	Number of piles Row4: 
	Installation method Row4: 
	Pile material Row5: 
	Pile diameter/width (inches) Row5: 
	Number of piles Row5: 
	Installation method Row5: 
	PDC 15 Yes: Off
	PDC 15 N/A: Yes
	PDC 16 Yes: Off
	PDC 16 N/A: Yes
	PDC 17 Yes: Off
	PDC 17 N/A: Yes
	PDC 18 Yes: Off
	PDC 18 N/A: Yes
	PDC 19 Yes: Off
	PDC 19 N/A: Yes
	PDC 20 Yes: Off
	PDC 20 N/A: Yes
	PDC 21 Yes: Off
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	PDC 22 Yes: Off
	PDC 22 N/A: Yes
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	PDC 24 Yes: Off
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	PDC 25 Yes: Yes
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	PDC 26 Yes: Yes
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	PDC 29 Yes: Yes
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	PDC 30 Yes: Yes
	PDC 30 N/A: Off
	PDC 31 Yes: Yes
	PDC 31 N/A: Off
	PDC 32 Yes: Yes
	PDC 32 N/A: Off
	PDC Row1: 14
	Justification Row1: No permanent piles would be installed to complete the bridge replacement project. However, approximately 204 piles will be used to support temporary work trestles for a period of about 36 months. These piles will be fully removed once construction is complete. Installation and removal of piles will occur during the November 15 to March 15 in-water work window. The contractor will use a 20-minute “soft start” technique to allow animals an opportunity to leave the project vicinity and move out of range of any potential injury-causing noise before sound pressure increases.  Therefore, effects on ESA-listed species are anticipated to be too small to be meaningfully measured or detected, and therefore, insignificant. 
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